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A SERIOUS AFFAIR.

T In always an lnscrutable mystery

to everybody why other peopls

quarrel. Ior our own little argu-
meonts there Is always, of course, good,
sound and sufficlent reason; for the dis-
putes of other folks the excuse appears
ever absurdly Inadequate. Why, for
instance, young Urelg and Miss Elsie
Norman, both returning from India on
the Bengal, should break off with amas-
ing suddenness thelr engagement just
as the Bengnl was nearing the Bay of
Blscay it was not easy to see,

But they did.

“And I suppose,” sald young Grelg,
with a face that looked less bronzed
than usual, “that nothing I can say will
alter your declslon? Your mind Is quite
made up '

w:“ always ls,” declared Miss Nor
.l

Bhe held tightly to the brass rall and
looked away at the spot In the distance
which represented BSpain. It Is best
when quarreling with anyone you have
cared for not to look at that person's

“I particularly wish that, for the time
that we shall bave to travel together,
we shall see as little of each other as

possible. We can easily say ‘good-by’ | p

at Plymouth.”

“It will not be easy for me” sald
Henry Grelg. “1 am not used to saying
good-by to anyone that I—that I bhave

“¥You should be glad of & now experl-
ence, Mr, Grelg, It's a precious thing
aowadaye."

“You're not yourself this morning,

“1 wish I were not!” she exclaimed,
with & sudden change of manner. “If I
were some one else I wouldn't be so un-
bappy. Here Is Mrs. Ienton. Bhe
mustn't see my eyes. This Is the last
um”r.umuwtomhm.m
“Ent. I say, lsn't there some means

Elsle Norman held out her hand.
Grileg pressed it and she turned and
went below. Mrs. Renton sank Into
ber deck-chalr carefully, as stout ladles
do, and seemed gratified when the deck
<hair only creaked complainingly and
did not give way.

“Mr. Grelg, pray come bhere at once,
Miss Norman monopolizes your time
¢o such an extent that we poor women
#ee nothing of you. Bit down bere at
once and tell me all about yourself.”

“It Is an uninteresting subject,” sald
Grelg, pulling another deck chalr to the
aide of Mrs. Renton.

“Tell me a secret, then. I'm exceed.
ingly fond of secrets. When are you
golng to marry Miss Norman?™

“Never."

“Never? Of course you're both young,
but that seems a long time to walt,
doesn’t It? Mr. Van Btraaten sald—"

“Yan Btraaten Is an old fool of the
&kind they make In Germany. I shall
have to ask Van Btraaten not to Inter-
feve with my affalre.”

“Hls servant Hans Is a queer youth,
He looks after the diamond samples, 1
suppose,”

“I haven't scen Hans, But Van
Straaten ls the sort of old nulsance
that ought to be labeled, like some of
the luggage, ‘Not wanted on voyage.' "

“He always speaks very highly of
Miss Norman,” remarked Mrs, Ren-
ton, thoughttully.

“Why shoudn't he?"

“Precisely. Bhe Is very charming, no
doubt. But she should remember that
she Is only a girl after all.”

“That fact has not escaped notlee,
Mrs. Renton,”

Mrs. Renton looked complacently
down the undulating scene that her
plump figure furnished, and lifted Arst
one amall foot and then the other from
under the hem of ber yellow skirt. The
number appeared to be correct, for Mra,
Renton, having mentally audited them,
sighed with satisfaction,

“There is such a thing,” sald the
widow, confidentially, “as common
mn.ll

“I know Cheap eau-de-cologne and

“No, no. Bense. B-e-n-s-8."

“I wonder whers, Mrs, Renton?"

“It Is not for me to tell you where,"
answered Mrs. Renton, modestly; “all
than I can say is that you don't find it
with young girls. At the age of, say 80,
sometimes, now, you find a giri—or,
perhaps, I should say a woman, ad-
mirably fitted to be a companion for a
sensible man,”

“The popular prejudice,” remarked
Grelg, “Is nevertheless, oddly enough,
in favor of girls of 20, sometimes,” Ho
looked up. “What In the world Is the
matter with Van Straaten?"

The old German, with his plnce-nes
awry ploching the end of his nose, was
coming excitedly up the gangway.

“VYere Is the captain?” he screamed.
“I insist, Pring me all at once the cap-
taln."

The captain of the Bengal hurried up.
In a few words of mangled English Mr.
Yan Btraaten explained. A group of
interested passengersetood around,

“I talk to Miss Norman for leedlo
time," cried Mr. Van Btraaten. “I go
then to my gabin; I find there my pre-
¢lous dlamonds—vanished."

“They can't have gone far, sir,” sald
the captaln.

“They have no need to go at all, Bight
thousand bounds' vorth all gone. I
must know how queskly who has stole
them alretty.”

“Any susplclon 1" asked the captain,

“l am not so sure, I am mnot so
“"."

“Any person on board see them?”

“Yon person only. Mr, Grelg, If you
please, come here. I show you my pre-
clous diamonds, ain't It, two days after
we leave Caleuttat”

“T'hat's #0," sald Grelg, cheerfully.
“And very magnlficent dlamonds they
were. [ remember telllug you that 1
wished one or two were mine, so that
I might give them to—"

Hes "

“I suppose we shall have to search
the cabins,” sald the captain of the Ben.
gal. “It's a fearful nulsance, ladles
and gentleman; but It can't be helped.
May we begin with yours, Mr. Greig?”

“I really don't know,”

Grelg, “why 1 should have my cabin up-
[ 1] turned out just because—"

“I re that Mr. Grelg's cabin should
be searched,” sald Mr. Van Straaten,
Inslaten

wl

“That settles It, then,” sald Henry
Grelg, carelomly. “Fire away. Il
come down with you."

The crowd went below and stood In
the corner while the examination was
rogressing. Elsle Norman, hearing
the nolse, left her aunt, and, rather red
At eyes, came forward. The captain,
Mr, Van Btraaten, the chief steward
and Henry Grelg reappeared at the
door of the cabin. The old German
bore a leather case very carefully In
his arms.

“The diamonds have been found,” an.
nounced the captain of the Bengal, se-
riously. “We shall not have to tronble
you, ladies and gentleman.”

They were only ordinary folks, rath.
ot bored by the tedlousness of the jour-
ney from Calcutta, and they could not
help showing a certaln rellsh over the
dal

version.

“Most painful affair, really.”

“Case found under the plllow In the
berth.”

“Seomed such an honest fellow, too,”

“My dear,” sald Mrs, Renton, bitter.
1y, “it don't do to trust any one nowa-
days. You never know who's who.”

“But you'd think really on a P. and

O. steamship—"
“I'm sorry for that Miss Nor-
lnlIMI. Bhe was engaged fo him, you
ow."

“Oh, that's broken off quite definitely,
I heard her tell the old n 8o, The
old fellow aaked ber what was the mat-
ter, and she told him. He was a part-
per of her father's, you know, and he
seemed much concerned about it. You
see, dear, I wasn't exactly listening,
but—"

“But you heard, dear—that's the main
point. Come into my cabin and see my
new serge dress."”

They went aft, leaving Grelg at the
door of his cabin. He was holding the
sides to prevent himselt from falling.
Other passengers went past hia cabin,
keeping carefully to the other side of
the parrow corridor. None ef them
spoke to him, but they all spoke to each
NWI

“What does this menan?’ cried Henry
Grelg. Do they suspect me of —"

“Harry!"

A soft, white hand on his arm, with
a kindly pressure. He turned and sels-
ed It gladly.

“Elsle! Aren't you, too golng to fol.
low them

“Tell me first what it all means,”

It did not take bim long to put that
girl Into posseasion of the facts. Her
face flamed red with indignation.

“And they dare to think that you
would do a thing like that?"

“Well," sald Grelg, uneasily, “they
found the things there, you see, It's
circumstantial evidence of rather an
awkward kind. But I needn't tell you,
Miss Norman—"

*“My name Is stlll Elale.”

“My dear girl, I needn't tell you that
I shouldn't dream of taking poor old
Van Btraaten's diamonds, nor anybody
.l..l.."

“I'm quite sure of that, Harry. I
must see him about it." Bhe repinned
her straw hat with a decided alr, “We
two must stand together now, whatever
happens.”

“Klsle, hadn't you better let me fight
it out alone? The truth is nearly sure
to come out sooner or later, and—"'

“In the meantimae, dear, you will have
to forget our stupld quarrel of this
morning. I was quite wrong."

“So was 1,” sald Grelg, promptly.

A man has no business to kiss a girl
as she Is ascending the gangway of a
P, and O, steamahip, It has been done,
no doubt, on more than one oecasion,
but it Is nearly always an act to be con-
demned by right thinking people who
have not had the chance of committing
the crime. Nevertheless, If it Is at any
time to be pardoned, it was In the in-
stance at present in question.

“But,” sald the astonlshed Mra, Ren-
ton to her companion, “I thought you
sald, my dear, that thelr engagement
was all oft.”

“ghe certainly sald so. Why shouid
‘she be so affectionate with him now,
after this scandalous affalr, goodness
only knows.”

“Ah, my dear! Girls are queer crea-
tures,”

There were a fow hours of mixed feel-
ings for Mr. Grelg of the Hastern bank.
It was terrible to feel this susplcion
banging over him, to watch the looks
| cast at bim by the passengers, to ob-
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to him In this time of stress, ns he sat
on deck or strolled up and down, was
A cheerful young person In her very
best spirits. The bay meanwhile sym-
pathetieally behaved In a manner quite
exemplary,

“I am astonlshied, my tear," sald Mr.
Van Hiraaten, severely, “that youn
should be friently with Mr. Grelg nfter
what has habbened alretty. I strongly
advise you to gif him up. You told me
you had declded—"

“I've changed my mind,” she sald
definltely. “Women folks are not good
at a lot of things, but we do know how
to dhiinge our minds.”

Mr. Van Straaten lifted his hat and
turned . The old tleman, when
he was a'f‘a’w paces u’: !nm«! agitats
ed—so much #o that e bad to pat his
eyes gently with his scarlet handker
chlew, He called to one of the sallors:

“Dell my man Haos to come up in-
stantly.”

Much commotion after the appear-
ance of the stolld-faced H. A rush
toward thet part of the ship by all the
passengers on deck., Swift talking In
Uerman, Considerable temper on the
part of Van Straaten; penlteut words
from Hans,

“Mr, Grelg,” crled the old German,
“ here directly. And Miss Nor-
man, Listen to this horreeble man of
mine. I bhaf lost also my hatbox, I ask
hiin whepe It Is, and he les that he
think he it by mistake In Mr.
Grelg's ;) Is It not so, Hans?"

Borrowful acknowledgment from the
profusely penitent Hans. Mr, Van
Straaten raised his volce:

“Then 1 say to him: ‘§s M possible
that you gareless schoundrel you plac-
ed also by mistake the dlamond box
in Mr. Grelg's gabin? And he say,
ir“l L]

Quite a nolsy cheering from the as-
sembled passengers, pressing for-
ward to congratulute Grelg. He, de-
lighted beyound guestion, turned to Kl
sle Norman:

“You don't regret belng coumsel for
my defense, young Portla ¥

“You are just the cllent I llke.”

“And respecting this morning?”

“8ir! I do not respect this morning.
Let's look forward.”

They walked forward.

*“Dot was & good drick of mine,” sald
Mr. Van Btraaten, as he watched them,
He wiped his glasses carefully. “1
knew it would anawer. I was once, &
long time ago, In love mineself.”—8t.
James Budget,

_——
The Indian Swell,

A long-skirted tunic or frock of white
muslin, close-fitting white trousers, and
a rose-colored turban with a broad band
of gold lace and tall, fashing plume of
dark feathers and gold filigree, were the
sallent points.  Other accessories were
the sword belt, crossing his breast and
encircling his walst, of dark green vel-
vet, richly worked with vnalloyed gold,
and thickly studded with emeralds,
rubles and brilllants; a transparent
yellow shield of rhinoceros hide, with
knobs of black and gold enamel; a sash
of stift, gold lace, with a crimson thread
running through the gold; bracelets of
tho dalnty workmanship known as
Jeypore enamel thickly jeweled, which
be wore on his wrists and arms; and
there wero stringa of dull, uncut stones
about his neck.

The skirts of his tuniec were plaited
with many folds and stood stifly out,
like the skirts of & “premliere danseuse”
in ballet, and when he mounted his
horse & servant on elther side held them
80 that they might not be crushed.
Four valets had charge of this costume,
and it took them some time to army
thelr master. The trappilogs of the
horse were scarcely less elaborto; his
neck was covered on one side with sil-
ver plates, and his mane, which hung
on the other side, was bralded and
lengthened by black fringes relleved by
sliver ornaments.

White yake' tail hung from beneath
the embroldered saddle cover on both
sides, and his head, Incased In a head-
stall of white enameled leather and
sliver, topped with tall nigrettes, was
tied down by an embroldered scarf in
order to give his neck the requisite
curve,

Beyond His Means.

The Chicago Herald tells an amusing
bit of experience which one of that
city's benevolent men had with a beg-
gur. The geotleman has a regular
stal of “visitors,” to whom he gives
alms according to their needs and his
abllity. There is one old fellow whose
calls are as punctual as the sun,

On a recont occasion this man accost-
od Mr, G, as usual, and recelved from
him a half-dollar,

The beggar took It, thanked the don-
or, and turned toward the door, Be-
fore reaching it, however, he seemed to
be considering a matter very serioualy.
He hesitated, stopped, and then turned
to Mr., G. agaln, saying, “Excuse me,
sir, I would llke to nsk you o ques-
tion."

“Well, what Is 1t?" asked Mr, G,

“It is this. Every month for years
past you have given me a dollar, but
to-day I come, and you give me only
fitty cents. How Is that?"

“1yell, I'll tell you," sald Mr. G., smil-
Ing good-humoredly. “I have had some
unusually hoavy expenscs this month,
My eldest daughbter got married, and
the outlay for her trousseau, etc., has
compelled me to retrench In every di-
rection."

“Ah, yes, 1 mee,” sald the beggar.
“But, Mr. G, I really can't afford to
contribute toward your daughter's wed-
ding expenses."

Solenve Versus Custom.

In Hungary, where it Is the custom
for school children to kiss the hand of
thelr teachers on coming and gelng, the
Board of Education bas forbldden the
practice for the future. Thelr declslon
is based on & declaration of the Banl-
tary Councll to the effect that kissing
is a dangerous proceeding always,
from & sanltary point of view, and
shovld not be pmuu:d l:mhm ee:ral”
lutely peceasary, as It a n
means of carrylng Infection, especial-
ly In the case of amail children,

Conslstency.

“Now, you must not repeat this," sald
Jones to Bmith, after retalling a eholce
bit of scandal. “Ob, certalnly net'
sald Bmith, “How did you happen to
hear It? “My wife told me, Bhe In
just like any woman—cannot keep &

of course.”
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Making n Btir.

People who nre continnally sighing
over wrongs never meud them, But
those who actively resent Injustice ot
uny kind, nnd exert themselves to do
away with I, will often force other
people Into activity In sheer self-de-
fense, The other people would like to
sit quiet and take It out In alghing, but
these energetle fossers will not let
them. At last, to get rld of the agi-
tators, they rouse up, go to work with
a will, and accomplish what Is asked of
them for the sake of the peace they
obtaln thereby. But whatever thelr
motive, all mankind has the beneft,
It is not only well to get wrongs righted,
it 1s also well to got slugglsh people
stirred up oceaslonally,

Unbridled passlon sometimes leads

¥ I
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to the halter.




